National History Day
Topic Selection Guide
(Adapted from the NHD @ ICS Website: http://icsnhd.weebly.com/picking-a-topic.html)

Work with your groupmates to complete this theme selection guide.
	Groupmembers:

	
	

	
	


Picking the right topic for your NHD project is not always an easy thing. Your topic must:
· Fit the theme
· Take place at least 20 years in the past & be easily researchable using more than just the web
· Be interesting to you and your partners
	Step One: Get a general idea of possible topics


Use the “Sample Topic Ideas” page of the NHD @ ICS website to complete this step. (http://icsnhd.weebly.com/sample-topic-ideas.html)
1. Read the sample topics on the page
2. Follow the link to the list of sample topics produced by NHD
3. Talk with your teacher about possible topics that he or she suggests
	Step Two: Make a list of topics that interest you


1. Brainstorm with your partners about possible topics for your project. 
2. These can be ideas from the website, topics you studied in the past and loved, or something you heard about once and want to know more about. 
3. Your topics should be at least 20 years in the past. This is so that you can find enough sources. 
4. List 5 – 10 topics that interest both you and your groupmates. They can be very broad at this point (i.e. very large topics, such as “the Holocaust,” or “education”).
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	Step Three: Make your topics more specific


1. Pick the three topics that your group is most interested in and star () them.  
2. Complete the chart below for each of the topics that you starred. 
	Broad topic from your first list
	What about the topic interests you? 
· Reasons why you thought of this topic
· Aspects of the topic that interest you
	How could you connect the topic to the theme of rights and responsibilities?

	Example:
The American Revolution
	· We study it in class so I will know a lot about it
· I’m interested in wars and weapons
· I’m interested in the role African-Americans played in the Revolution.
· Philadelphia has lots of good resources about the topic
	· The American Revolution was fought over rights that the colonists wanted and felt they didn’t have. 
· The new government made sure to protect people’s rights after we won.
· I think people have a responsibility to fight for freedom and independence. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Leave this space blank for your teacher to leave comments and suggestions. 



